
At the establishment of the 
Reformation in France, there 
were only catholic cemete-
ries. Their blessed ground, 
could not accept «heretical» 
Christians: separated in 
their life and their faith, the 
Protestants and the Catholics 
would also be separated in 
their last rest. The Edict 
of Nantes, so attentive to 
avoid conflicts, orders that 
«all cities and places» are 
provided with a cemetery 
for those of the «reformed 
Religion». 
But at its Revocation, the 
protestant cemeteries are 
closed down. 

Logical measure: the renunciation 
of the «new converts» opened 
again their access to the parochial 
catholic cemeteries. However, 
at their death, many Protestants 
proclaim their loyalty to their 
former faith. They refuse the pa-
rochial cemetery and choose to 
be buried on their own property. 
So was born the tradition of «fa-
mily cemeteries»: some graves in 
a garden or a meadow, fenced or 
not by walls, sometimes indicated 
by a tree. 

Sources: Yves Levin - Association for the 
protection of the family cemeteries of the 
Drôme department.
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European Cultural Route
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13,8 km 890 m

5h30 319 m

HIKING GUIDE

Tourist Office Dieulefit - Bourdeaux : 04 75 53 35 90
Tourist Office Saillans : 04 75 21 51 05

Services at the beginning and at the end of each stage

La ChaudièreBourdeaux
Camping • 

Segment dwelling • 
Restaurant

Camping • Bed and Breakfast • 
Segment dwelling • Restauran • 
All shops • Supply • Post office • 

Bank/cash dispenser • Taxi on request
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THE FAMILY CEMETERIES THE COUNTY OF BOURDEAUX

THE FOREST OF SAOÛ AND THE HUGUENOTS

The Bourdeaux region is in fact 
much larger than the canton which 
carries the same name. It includes 
the entire Roubion valley to the village 
of Pont de Barret which leads to the 
Montélimar plains. High grounds 
(the Saoû forest, Couspeau, Angèle, 
St Maurice...) overlook an uneven 
landscape marked by hills and terraces 
with many farms and hamlets. The 
towers that mark the surrounding 
ridges are a reminder of feudal times 
where claims over regions such as 
Crest were disputed by the Valenti-
nois Counts and the Bishop of Die. 
However, Protestantism affected 
the Bourdeaux region and its 

population the most.

Le Grand temple, the “great church” 
of Bourdeaux, the biggest protestant 
church of the Drôme Department, 
demonstrates the importance of the 
protestant religion in the region. Begun 
in the XVIIIth century as a catholic 
church, it was finished in 1806 as a 
protestant church, a temple. On the 
opposite side of the street, the former 
temple of Bourdeaux, became a 
Methodist chapel in the XIXth century, 
and is actually a private property.  

During the religious conflicts in 
XVII° century, the forest becomes 
famous repeatedly: during the summer 
of 1683, about 300 Protestant captains 
of the region, felt threatened and 
gathered in the forest of Saoû. At 
the end of the worship to Bezaudun 
August 29th, 1683, the Huguenots 
of this “Eternal camp”, marched 
on Bourdeaux to face the catholic 
troops of the king (Dragoons). The 
pitched battle which followed left 

120 deaths near Bourdeaux, at the 
locality of “Bourelles”.
In 1688, Isabeau Vincent, shepherdess 
on the Southern hillside of the 
mountain, becomes famous as the 
first «little prophet».
In 1700, the royal archers scatter 
hundreds of Protestants, gathered 
for a sermon «in the desert», place 
name of the Huguenots.

What to do : Four thematic hiking circuits allow to visit the whole local 
Protestant heritage. 
What to see: Information available at the Tourism offices in Bourdeaux or Saoû.

Vue depuis les toits de Bourdeaux

Un cimetière de famille

Project co-financed by the European Community under the LEADER program
www.surlespasdeshuguenots.eu/en/
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 Description

Exit the village and head towards Crest. 100m after the signpost for Pont de 
Bine make a right onto the road for Saillans. At the first fork in the road, follow 
the red and white GR® markings to the left towards Grand Villard. Before the 
farm yard, make a left and follow the marked path between the agricultural warehouses. 
The road becomes a trail.

After reaching the road, make a left and continue to the intersection signpost 
for Le Rastel. Follow the markingsuntil the signpost for Col du Rastel. Make a 
right, cross the gate, leave the road and take a path that heads uphill. At the intersection, 
follow the marked path towards the right. As you head upwards, the path widens. 
Make a right at the next intersection. Be careful ! Next, take a path on your right 
that leaves the country road. There are markings as well as two cairns (a pile 
of rocks built to mark a path). Head down the trail, follow the markings, and 
head back up the other side until a gate. Follow the markings around the side of 
the hill. On the path, there are two more gates in poor condition. Circle to the 
left around the farm and join the path that heads uphill. There is a signpost for 
Fondoresse.

At the signpost, follow the thematic and GR® markings on the right. 300m 
later, leave the path for a trail that heads down to the right. Several streams 
cross the trail as it leads to a path. Signpost for Floréal. Cross the path and head 
down to the right following : Col de Gourdon par le Ruisseau de Roland (Gourdon 
pass via the Roland stream). After the green gate, follow the markings on 
your right. Cross the stream and head uphill. Cross the scree (accumulation 
of loose stones) and head left, following the markings. The trail arrives at a 
parking lot with a signpost for the Col de Gourdon. Head left and follow the 
road until the signpost at the parking.

Follow the trail to the left through the black shale. Head down the rocky 
path through the broom plants. Follow the GR® markings. Several cairns 
are present. Follow the stream before reaching the path. At the signpost, 
make a left and follow the path until the road. The village of La Chaudière 
is situated below on the right. Follow the road several hundred meters until 
the first path to the right. GR ® markings. Head down the path until the 
intersection. The village of La Chaudière is on the right. The La Chaudière 
/ Rimon-et-Savel portion of the trip starts here at the signpost for the Forêt 
Domaniale de Laup.
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Marking :

The hiking trails GR® and the country hiking trails GRP®, marked out by white-red and/or yellow-red markings, are created by the 
FFRandonnée. They are protected in conformance with the intellectual property code and the markings are registered at the INPI. 
Nobody can use those markings without an express authorization. GR® hiking trails and GRP® country hiking trails are registered 
trademarks, as well as the white-red and yellow-red color markings. 


